I A Sad and T - COW. 
RELATION 


of a Perſon found Dead in 


GUNFIELDS> 


On the Back-ſide of 


| Raccliti-Highway 


On Sunday Morning, the 12th: of this Inſtant Sep B_ 
' tember, 1685, Where he was found lying againft , 2 


—— , , . > 
—_ 
®. 


a Banck ſideina Ditch, to the great Terror and --/- 
- Amazement of all that beheld it, &c. - WIE (© 
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] Ow many Dreadful Relations have we daily amongſt us of this kind; not- 


withſtanding which, many People are as forward as ever, in purſutt of 
their wicked Deſigas, as if they were never to give any particular Ac- 
count to the moſt high God," of all their Evil Doings ; who will one 
Day, make inquiſition for all . 6 Blood that hath been ſpilt in this Nature: And-. 
owever,\they. may eſcape the Puniſhment of this preſent World ;- yet they muſt 
give an impartial and {trickt Accountin the World tocome, of all hs {ins and in- 
quities they have Committed in this Life, &c. Biitnow to proceed tothe Mat- 
Ter as follows, | Te rags W--$ ; : oy 
- The Perſon found Dead; was by Name, Herry Howard, a Perfon who was ve- 
7 Gentile and 1n good Habit, who'was obſerved on'T hurſday £nd' Fridey before, 
to have walked up and dawn thereabouts, in rhe Conipany of anothier Gentleman, 
nd on Ftidey-Night it was his unhappy Fortune to. be taken in a Coffee-houſe by 
e Fields fide, by a Headborraw belonging to the ſame Pariſh, who preſently car- 
ryed the ſaid Howard to the Watch-houſe ( it being his Watch Night ) but he be- 
ng aſhamed to ſee himſelf in ſuch a Condition, deſired the ſaid Headborrom toex- 
ule tum ſofar, as to give-him' leave to go to ſome ViEtualling houſe thereabouts; 
pon which,'the Headborrow keeping a Publick houſe, told him he ſhould go to 
his, if he would givehim-half a Piece for his Civility, which he did; and being 
ere, after having ſpent. Money pretty freely in the houſe, he ſent for one Mr. 
Henry Staples; who kept the houſe out of which he was haled, / as will hereafter 
follow, )to.beSuretys for bim, to keep him from going to Priſon, which the ſaid 
Steples, with ſome others thereabouts did perform ; after giving the Head- 
orrow Ten Shillings more Howard was diſcharged, but happening to leave the 
Hilt of his Sword behind him [ it being broken by his ſetting down in a Chair ) 
e went on the Morrow in the Evening for it, to the ſaid Headborrows houſe in 
Ratcliffe Highway, and ſtayed there drinking, till about Nine of the Clock at 
ight, and then went to Mr. Sraples houſe near the Fields ſide, about Forty 
ards off where he was found Dead, but being obſerved to be extraordinary in 
Drink by a Neighbour near the ſaid Headborrows, and fearing that the ſaid Head- 
orrow had ſome Evil Deſign againſt him ; asked the Deceaſed whether he would 
go, and underſtanding by him,he would goto the ſaid S-ples,to give him thanks 


. ( as 


ef iether Deceaſed ſaid ) for his before-mentioned.K indneſs ; and the ſaid Headbor. 
row*s Servant being obſerved to dog the Deceaſed towards the ſaid Staples, to fee 
where he would-go : Immediatly the afore-ſaid Neighbour ran ta Mr. Staples, 
and defixed him ro rake Care of him, and get him to ſome Bed, being fo greatly 
__ which the ſaid Szaples did, with all the Care he could. 
ut the Deceaſed being ſet in a Chair by the Bed-ſide , where Staples himſelf 
lay, would not yeild to go into the Bed,till he ſaw the Woman of the Coffee. Heuſe, 
out of which he was conveyed on rhe Friday Night ; upon which ſhe was im- 
 mediately ſent;for,! and being come, the ſaid Staples asked the Decealed what 
he Ind to fay te her, who anſwered nothing at al] but to ſce her; afrer which 
being between Nine and Ten of the Clock, rhe. Woman being juſt going away, 
and the Deceaſed being almoſt ready to gointo Bed, to Mr. S#aples's, the aforeſaid 
Heaaborrow immediately knockt at the Door, who being let in came up Stairs, 
and commanded the Deceaſed to go along with him, but he being in Drink, and 
retuſing to go with him, and Szaples defiring him to ſhew his Warrant, the ſaid 
Headborrow having two other Affiſtants, one of which being his Apprentice, im- 
mediately took the Deceaſed by the Wriit,. and haled him by force down twq 
pair of Stairs out into the Yard, and there uſed the Deceaſed in a moſt Barbarous 
Manner, and crying out Murther, the faid Srap/es came down in his Shirt, and 
askt the ſaid Headborrow why he _ Murther, having but one Drunken-man 
to deal with, telling him withall, that for ought he knew, he had Murthered 
the Gentleman ; The Headborrow replied, he would ſerve him fo, and coming 
towards him, broak his Head with his Long-ſtaff, and flung him to the Ground 
in a Rude manner ; And another Perſon coming accidentally by, came into the 
ſaid Staptes Aﬀitance, and told.him he had Killed the Gentleman already, would 
he Kill Mr. Staples too; upon which, Sreples and the other Retiring, /heard the 
Headborrow command thoſe that were with ttim, to Drag the Deceafed into-the 
Graſs : , On the Morrow-morning being Swgey, the Corpſe was found ly- 
ing, a Ditch near the Houſe as aforeſaid, where after-lying ſome little Time, 
itzyas removed to; one Mr. Iſaac Dehews the next Conſtables, and the. Corronors 
Inqueſt being Tapannened, to fit upon the Dead Corpſe, they after a full Hea-: 
ring of all the Witneſſes, brought in their VerdiQt Willful-Murtber. The faid- 
Headborrow on the Sunday, took up Staples for Suſpition of Murthering the atore- 
ſaid Howerd, and being carried before one of -his Majcſties Juſtices, "the Evi- 
dence.of Staples ang others being too-ſtrong for the Headborrow, he himſelf was 
immediately Committed to Newgare, and the reft who Afiſted him weretaken 
into:Cuſtody, his Appreatice,beigg {ſince allo ſent to. Newgate, where they Re- 
- main till the next General Seſſions. of the Peace, to Receive the Juſt-Reward of 


their Evil Doings, &«. SLES " 


There was nothing found in the Deceaſed's Pockets when he was Diſcovered, - 
but onely one Hood, one Be/z, one: Hilt of a Sword, a Silver Snuff:Box,, and 4" 
Steel Tobacco Box, one Gold Ring, and a piece of Outlandiſh Sitver;-and ſome-! 
{mall Keys, and a Kxife, and Four pence.in Money, &c., 55 RE 


The Truth of this Relation 1s Atteſted by the Perſons whoſe Names are; un-. 
derwritten, who were ſome of them Eye Witneſſes of this fad Accident, wiz. *' 


Hezry Staples. 

Iſaac Dehew Conſtable. 

Henry Johnſon ONO ISR TERS 
Cha. Denning CA Sufficient People. 
Rich. Poole SSIS. 
Sarah Hodges the Coffee-Woman. 


This may be Printed, R. P, 
Sept the 18th, 1636. 
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